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SECRET STATE 305540 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR 

SUBJECT:PROPOSED SOVIET RESEARCH VESSEL/SUBMARINE VISIT 

REF: USDAO CANBERRA 2006 12Z 

1 . WING COMMANDER BECK OF AUSTRALIAN DEFENSE ATTACHE 
OFFICE TELEPHONED JAMES TREICHEL OF EUR/SOV DECEMBER 21 
TO PURSUE QUERIES IN PARA 2 REF A. TREICHEL INFORMED BECK 
THAT ACCESS OF SOVIET NON-FISHERIES RESEARCH VESSEL TO 
US PORTS IS REGULATED BY US-USSR MARITIME AGREEMENT OF 
DECEMBER 29, 1975. MARITIME AGREEMENT PROVIDES ACCESS ON 
BASIS OF 4-DAY ADVANCE NOTICE FOR THE SHIPS OF EACH 
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COUNTRY TO FORTY PORTS OF THE OTHER COUNTRY. PORTS ARE 
LISTED IN ANNEXES 1 AND 2 OF AGREEMENT. THE AGREEMENT 
APPLIES TO MERCHANT SHIPS, MERCHANT TRAINING SHIPS, 

AND ' HYDROGRAPHIC, OCEANOGRAPHIC, METEROLOGICAL, OR 
TERRESTRIAL MAGNETIC FIELD RESEARCH FOR CIVIL APPLICATION." 

(ARTICLE 1(A)(III)). AGREEMENT DOES NOT APPLY TO: WARSHIPS 
AS DEFINED IN 1958 GENEVA CONVENTION ON HIGH SEAS, VESSELS 
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CARRYING OUT ANY STATE FUNCTION NOT COVERED IN PREVIOUS 
SENTENCE (I.E. MERCHANT SHIPS, MERCHANT TRAINERS, AND 
RESEARCH SHIPS), OR FISHING VESSEL AND RESEARCH SHIPS. 

2. TREICHEL ALSO TOLD BECK THAT LISTS OF SOVIET AND 

US RESEARCH VESSELS WHICH MAY BE INVOLVED IN BILATERAL 
RESEARCH ACTIVITY ARE ATTACHED TO MARITIME AGREEMENT. 
SOME OF THESE ARE OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE RESPECTIVE 
NAVIES OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. THE LEONID SOBOLEV IS ON 
THE SOVIET LIST WITH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: OWNED 
AND OPERATED BY SOVIET NAVY, CONSTRUCTED 1974, LENGTH: 

148 METERS, DISPLACEMENT: 9,2000 TONS,; OPERATING 
CREW: 148 PERSONS, INSTRUCTORS/SCIENTISTS: 40. 

3. FYI. TREICHEL EXPLAINED TO BECK THAT AS A MATTER OF 
PRACTICE THE SOVIET EMBASSY ASKED PERMISSION FOR RESEARCH 
VESSEL PORT CALLS AT LEAST TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE, RATHER 
THAN GIVING SIMPLE FOUR-DAY NOTICE. THIS APPEARED TO 
REFLECT BUREAUCRATIC PROBLEM ON SOVIET SIDE, SINCE SOVIET 
EMBASSY ACTED FOR VARIETY OF SOVIET ORGANIZATIONS WHICH 
OWN AND OPERATE RESEARCH SHIPS. EMBASSY APPARENTLY 
WISHES TO BE CERTAIN WELL IN ADVANCE THAT PORT CALLS ARE 
APPROVED. END FYI. 

4. LATER ON DECEMBER 21, AUSTRALIAN DEFENSE ATTACHE 
FALKLAND WAS GIVEN BRIEFING PAPER WITH FOLLOWING 
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TALKING POINTS: 

- FOR SOME YEARS THE SOVIETS HAVE DEPLOYED "F" CLASS 
SUBMARINES (NOTE: THIS POINT IN ERROR, OTHER VESSELS 
HAVE BEEN OF THE "Z" CLASS) CONVERTED FOR OCEANOGRAPHIC 
WORK. THEY RARELY MAKE PORT VISITS. 

- THE SOVIET SUBMARINE SIRIUS, PENDANT 879, WHICH IS 
INTENDED TO VISIT AUSTRALIA IS A MODIFIED "F" CLASS 
SUBMARINE ON ITS FIRST DEPLOYMENT. WE SUSPECT THAT IT 
HAS A NAVAL CREW, AND PROBABLY EMBARKED SCIENTISTS. 

(NOTE: WE NOW QUESTION WHETHER ITIS MODIFIED AND BELIEVE 
SIRIUS TO BE A FLEET UNIT.) 

- IF THE SOVIETS PROPOSED A SIMILAR VISIT TO THE US, 

WE WOULD CAREFULLY REVIEW THE ENTIRE ISSUE, INCLUDING 
WHETHER THE VESSEL WAS TO BE OPEN TO THE US SCIENTIFIC 
COMMUNITY, AND SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS IN THE APPLICABLE 
US PORT. (NOTE: WE WOULD GIVE SUCH A REQUEST THE 
CLOSEST SCRUTINY.) 

- THERE HAS BEEN ONLY ONE EXCHANGE OF US-USSR COMBATANT 
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SHIP VISITS SINCE WWII; IT WAS NEGOTIATED AT VERY HIGH 
LEVELS. 

- THERE IS NO ESTABLISHED NATO PROCEDURE; NATIONAL 
SHIP VISIT POLICIES VARY WIDELY AMONG OUR EUROPEAN 
ALLIES. 

5. US-SOVIET MARITIME AGREEMENT CONTAINED IN TIAS 8195. 
COPY BEING POUCHED TO CANBERRA. 

6. SINCE WRITING ABOVE. NEW ZEALAND EMBOFF (LARKINDALE) 
CALLED AT DEPARTMENT AND INDICATED GNZ EXPECTED 
REQUEST FROM USSR FOR PERMISSION FOR SOBOLEV AND SIRIUS 
TO CALL AT NEW ZEALAND PORT. ALL OF ABOVE INFORMATION 
WAS GIVEN TO HIM. VANCE 
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